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Abstract

The aims of this research were to study (1) the production of beef cattle in barns
and free ranch; (2) the costs and return of rising beef cattle in barns or free ranch ; and (3) the
problems and obstacles of cattle famers in the study area (Muang Distric,Kanchanaburi
Province) the production of beef cattle in barns and free ranch

The population of this study consisted of famers raising beef cattle in barns and
free ranch. The number of cattle farms was medium size at Muang District,Kanchanaburi
Province. A sample of 113 farmers was selected through purposive sampling. A structured
questionnaire and an interview were used to collect data. Data were analysed using
descriptive statistics.

The results showed that the majority of farmers used the free ranch system, and
most of the farmers were male. Most of them had primary level education. Most raised beef
cattle as a secondary career and had field crop farming as their main occupation. The costs of
production of the beef cattle aged 1-1.5 years, 1.5-2 years, and 2 to not more than 3 years to
raise were 4,289, 4,383, and 9,200 baht per head, respectively; the profits were 3,711, 7,657 and
5,881 baht per head, respectively, and returns above cash costs were 7,603, 11,293, and 12,398
baht per head, respectively. For beef cattle raised in barns, traders also bought the cattle at the
farms and paid immediately. Farmers bought crossbred cattle aged 1.5-2 years or 2 to not
more than 3 years to raise. They fed them concentrated feed as a supplement for 4 months. The
costs of production were 19,417 and 20,347 baht per head; the profits were 1,233 and 1,136 baht,
and returns above cash cost were 2,517, and 2,190 baht per head, respectively.The problems of
raising beef cattle in a free ranch system were: limited sources of natural grass and a lack of
grazing areas and water in the dry season. The problem of raising beef cattle in barns was the
expense of concentrated feed.

Keywords: Beef cattle, Beef cattle in barns, Beef cattle in free ranch
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